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(57) ABSTRACT

A method to provide interoperable mechanisms for efficient
use of frequency bands and channels in Wi-Fi networks,
including receiving, by an access point device, a wireless
request message from a wireless device, requesting infor-
mation on candidate wireless networks; determining, by the
access point device, whether the wireless device is associ-
ated with the access point device; and composing, by the
access point device, a forwarding message to be transmitted
by the access point device to a server, and including in the
forwarding message an indication that the wireless device is
associated with the access point device, if the wireless
device is associated with the access point device.

STEP 502: RECEIVING, BY AN ACCESS POINT DEVICE, A WIRELESS REQUEST MESSAGE FROM
A WIRELESS DEVICE, REQUESTING INFORMATION ON CANDIDATE WIRELESS NETWORKS;

Y

STEP 504: DETERMINING, BY THE ACCESS PQINT DEVICE, WHETHER THE WIRELESS DEVICE IS
ASSOCIATED WITH THE ACCESS POINT DEVICE; AND

Y

STEP 504: COMPOSING, BY THE ACCESS POINT DEVICE, A FORWARDING MESSAGE TO BE
TRANSMITTED BY THE ACCESS POINT DEVICE TO A SERVER, AND INCLUDING IN THE
FORWARDING MESSAGE AN INDICATION THAT THE WIRELESS DEVICE IS ASSOCIATED WITH
THE ACCESS POINT DEVICE, IF THE WIRELESS DEVICE IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE ACCESS

POINT DEVICE.




